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Third year sees
blossoming of
Aegean Festival

Artistic director Peter Tiboris praises Syros event

15ing above the role of
R a Iypical summer

tounst  destination,
the town ol Ermoupolis on
Syros is emfrpging as i cul-
tural capital, with a history
datimyg back to the founding
of modlern Greece This is
the third year Lhe Festival of
the Avgean is being held on
the Cycladic island, but this
yearsevent Doasts a Jonger
ruf and more varid and in-
Emaliona productions
Lhian ever bofore.

Peter Tiboris, general di-
rector and mmistic director of
the Aegean Festival, e
marked at & press conlererice
yesterday thit the *fiestival
has grows from being & child
to.& young adult.™ A thord-
generation Gretk AMEno3An,
e acciaimed oonductonr el
head of MidAmerica Produc-
tohs Rsoadmilied that SyTos
is “an extraordinary place,”

having become ina few years”
time his "second muslcal
hiome.™ He admitted from the
outset that "the basic prem-
iz of the festival i high arts-
the merit” rather than a shaw-
case of & particular musical
genre, A namow muslcal fo-
cus is certainly ot the case
with the Aegean Festival, as
its performanoes range from
opera toTebetika

The festival begins on
Wednesday with works by
Verdi and Beethoven per-
formed by the Bohoslay Mar-
it Phillharmemic and sopra-
ne Irind Tsimkidis, Follenwing
on Thursday, Pridoy and Sur-
day dre three perfonmandes
of Frietrn Mascagnit's opera
*Fanette,” never before per-
formed In Creete. The direc-
ter of the production, Caml
Costedln, spoke of the uncsu-
al. “conversatipnal™ tone of
Mascagni's work and praised

the advantiages of having “a
multionliural crew of warld-
class singers” producing an
exciting combiration ol ener-
gies, particulardy in-such a
beautiful place as Syros.” On
Saturday, Vienna comes (o
Syros with warks by Stranss,
Lehar, Stolz and Kalman
Recitals for volce and plang
followw ot duly 17

Music gives way to theater
on July 16atz) 19 withan Eng-
lish-language production of
“Romeo and Juliet.,” present-
ed with Greek supertithes.
Shakespeare's classic s per-
formed by the Aquila Theste
Company, the permanent
mmpany-n-restdence at the
Center for Anclent Stsdies at
New York Unlversity, kmown
forits productions of classical
drama, and directed by the
troupe’s founder Peter Mol
neck. This is their fist time
performing in Greece, just a

few days before they itake
par, in the Edinburgh Festi-
val
Jaex 1€ next on (he agenda
with two Impartant home-
grown acts making an ap-
pearance: the Stratos Vougass
Quartet on July 20 and Hu-
man Touch, with David
Lynch, Yiotis Kiourtsoglou
and Stavros Landsias, wed
known to the Greek public,
playing enJuly 22. On July 21,
hinwever, |azz lakes 3 break
and rebetika — rom Swiden
no less = i performed inthe
central Misoull Sgusre. A
repertotre of radiional Aska
tinor songs and rebetica will

he played by the Taxtmi band,
made up of members of the
Greek diaspora community
in the Nordhc couniry.
Ertoupalls’s Apalion The-
ater, where mest of Lhe
evenls take place, has a rich
artistic history of s own
Thought by many to be the
riuisd betinitifll opers hotise in
Creecs, IT was constructed in
the 15th century and called
"La Piconla Scala,” as Il was
ol along the lines ofMilan's
famed L2 S@ls The Apolion's
maiden performance was
Verdi's “Rigoletro " It is only
fitting then that this year's
festival s inadgurated with

Fhe Festival of the Acgean’s
artistic director, acclabmed
conductar Poter Tiboris, will jead
the Bolwishoy Martinu Prisar-
mcinic in the opéening concert.

the overture to Verdi's “La
forza del destino”™ paying
tribute 1o the hoxt (sland's
ciltural legady.

JULIA PANAYOTOLU

The festival rins from
Wedtnesday to Jidy 22 Tickets
are ot sale af lonos Booksrore
in Athens (210.321.7917) and
thr Apollon Theater on Syros
(ZZBT0.851.52 & 62 451075}
Tlgkesy cost 15 euros;
coneesyion price tickets for
ciiicdents and chifldren Hickets-
oot 10 euras, Performances
start af 9 p.nu

For more (nformaiion, vl
www festvaloftheargean com
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